
1913Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / Oct. 22

United Nations Funding

Q. Mr. President, what makes you think
the Republican Congress will be in any mood
to give you the money to make up the back
payments the U.S. owes the U.N.?

President Mandela. Can you just repeat
that?

President Clinton. Excuse me.
President Mandela. He was talking to

you. I’m so sorry. Very sorry. I am very sorry.
President Clinton. I wish you would an-

swer that question. [Laughter]
Q. Do you think they might—the money

until——
President Clinton. Well, the Secretary of

State and Ambassador Albright are working
on that in the Congress now. There are some
supporters of the United Nations in the Con-
gress and the Republican Party. And again
I say—you know, we’re having this argument
on another subject—I just believe America
ought to be a good citizen. I think we ought
to pay our bills.

Now, we have made it clear that our con-
tribution should be more commensurate with
our share of the world’s wealth, and it will
be. We have made it clear that there have
to be reforms in the United Nations, and
we’re working hard on that. But I don’t think
the United States wants to be known as the
biggest deadbeat in the U.N. That’s not the
kind of reputation I think we should cul-
tivate. And we are still the largest contributor
to the United Nations, but we ought to pay
our obligations. I was raised to believe we
should pay our obligations. I was raised to
believe the United States set a standard for
the world in honoring its obligations. And I
do not believe that we should depart from
that now. I worked hard to get our arrears
paid back in a disciplined, regular way, and
the Secretary of State and Ambassador
Albright will be working with Congress to see
if we can do that.

Cuba

Q. Mr. President, if President Mandela
was able to speak to the apartheid govern-
ment when he came out of prison, why is
it the United States can’t talk to Cuba’s Fidel
Castro?

President Clinton. He was speaking to
his own country and his own country trying
to change his own country.

We have a Cuban Democracy Act which
sets the framework of our relationship. And
we have a mechanism within which we have
dealt with the Cubans on matters of common
concern for some years now. And that mech-
anism has operated since I’ve been Presi-
dent. And the Cuban Democracy Act pro-
vides for a measured improvement of our re-
lationships in direct response to measured
steps by the Cubans moving toward greater
freedom and openness and democracy. And
we have taken some steps in the last few days,
as you know, to try to open contacts and to
try to facilitate travel by Cuban-Americans
to go see their families. So we’re moving in
a direction that we can continue to move in
if Cuba continues to move in that direction.

I think the Cuban Democracy Act and its
framework sets a good way of seeing this rela-
tionship mature when there are changes in
Cuba that warrant it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. at the
United States Mission to the United Nations. In
his remarks, he referred to Executive Deputy
President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks at a United Nations
Luncheon in New York City
October 22, 1995

Mr. Secretary-General, first, on behalf of
all of us here present, let me thank you for
your hospitality. But far more important, I
thank you for your leadership, your energy,
your resolve, and the vision of the United
Nations and the world for the next 50 years
that you have just painted for us. To be sure,
the United Nations will face greater de-
mands, but the potential for doing greater
good is there as well. And we believe that
your leadership has played a very important
role in bringing us to this point.

This morning, I was able to speak about
many of the specific activities of the United
Nations and some that I hope we will under-
take in the future. At this luncheon, I would
just like to thank you for something that has
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been done by the United Nations in the last
couple of years that I believe has been also
very important. And that is the effort that
you have made through the international
conferences sponsored by the U.N. to change
the way we think and to deepen our under-
standing.

From Rio to Vienna to Copenhagen to
Cairo to Beijing, you have brought the peo-
ples of the world together to help us to learn
about one another and to change the way
we think about the present and the way we
imagine the future. And that, in the end, may
be the most important legacy of the last few
years.

Finally, let me say to you, Mr. Secretary-
General, and to all of you here present, it
has been a profound honor for the United
States to host the U.N. for these last 50 years.
We know that from time to time, because
of the differences between our nations, dur-
ing the cold war and in other ways, it has
not always been easy for other countries to
have the United States as the host. But we
have always tried to provide here at the U.N.,
notwithstanding the differences among coun-
tries from time to time, a haven where all
the members can come, have their say, and
be weighed in the court of public opinion.

I would say to you that we here in the
United States still treasure the opportunity
that was given to us 50 years ago to be the
host of the United Nations. We have bene-
fited from it in ways that even our own citi-
zens are often unaware. And we hope that
the next 50 years will be an even richer, more
profoundly successful endeavor by all of us
because of what we have learned by working
together in this last half century.

I’d like to conclude by offering a toast to
the Secretary-General and to the United Na-
tions.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 1:15
p.m. at the United Nations Headquarters. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Message to the Congress on
Sanctions Against Narcotics
Traffickers of the Cali Cartel
October 21, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 240(b) of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(b) and section 301 of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1631, I
hereby report that I have exercised my statu-
tory authority to declare a national emer-
gency in response to the unusual and extraor-
dinary threat posed to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States by the actions of significant foreign
narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia
and to issue an Executive order that:

blocks all property and interests in prop-
erty in the United States or within the
possession or control of United States
persons of significant foreign narcotics
traffickers centered in Colombia des-
ignated in the Executive order or other
persons designated pursuant thereto;
and
prohibits any transaction or dealing by
United States persons or within the
United States in property of the persons
designated in the Executive order or
other persons designated pursuant
thereto.

In the Executive order (copy attached) I
have designated four significant foreign nar-
cotics traffickers who are principals in the
so-called Cali cartel in Colombia. I have also
authorized the Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with the Attorney General and
the Secretary of State, to designate additional
foreign persons who play a significant role
in international narcotics trafficking centered
in Colombia or who materially support such
trafficking, and other persons determined to
be owned or controlled by or to act for or
on behalf of designated persons, whose prop-
erty or transactions or dealings in property
in the United States or with United States
persons shall be subject to the prohibitions
contained in the order.
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